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beyond the rollers of each head is lashed down at every
stroke on to the pins of the circle B5 and as each head
draws back from the circle it leaves a fringe, or portion
of its sliver, fixed in the pins of the comb. By this
method of filling the wool is placed on the circle un-
combed, with noil and neps existing in the fringe out-
side the pins. In the Lister, on the other hand, the
great proportion of the combing is done in the filling
head or gill-box, which has the great advantage that
when it is once properly set it seldom needs to be
altered; whereas this part of the Holden comb must be
set with the greatest care when the machine is started*
and must also be regulated to suit the average length
of staple, of every lot that is put into the machine.
A reference to the chapter on tops will show the
principles for ascertaining the average length of fibre
in any sliver, which, for good Botanies, may be taken
as about 2f inches, and as a rule, it may be taken that
when the heads are at the point in their orbit which
is nearest to the circle, the distance from the centre of
their rollers to the outer row of pins should be just
equal to the average length of the wool which is being
combed. As each head comes to this point the barrel
shaft should be on its dead centre, so that the motion
of the head will carry the wool as nearly as possible
vertically downwards on to the pins.
The barrel shaft has both vertical and horizontal
adjustments, and to bring the rollers the right distance
from the pins on the comb, after the head has been once
properly adjusted, the barrel shaft should be lowered
about half-an-inch for every inch which the filling-
head rollers are taken back from the pins. With the
heads set in this way it stands to reason that there
must always be a fringe of sliver projecting beyond
the rollers, and to prevent the fibres waving about,
when the head is in such violent motion, the fringe is